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tain whether to reject the demand or to negotiate a deal at the
expense of China.

France's policy was similar to the British in the one respect that
it was equally uncertain and inconsistent. France also belonged to
the "trading powers" and was essentially opposed to the creation of
a large Russian sphere in China. However, she was forced by cir-
cumstances to yield in a great degree to the Russian demands in
northern China.

During that period a close alliance with Russia was becoming an
issue of life and death for France. All Far Eastern problems ap-
peared unimportant to France when compared to the German
danger. The need of Russian assistance in the event of a European
war was a decisive factor in French policy; the Russian Govern-
ment realized this and exploited the situation. The Franco-Russian
alliance was confined only to Europe, and the French Govern-
ment showed reluctance in supporting Russian demands in the Far
East. At such times Russia reminded France of Russia's significance
in Europe. Should France dare to oppose Russia in Peking and lend
assistance to China, "this would compel us," the Russian Premier
told his Foreign Minister in March, 1912, "to strengthen our mili-
tary position on the Chinese frontiers, and this, in turn, would
necessarily lead to a weakening of our forces on the western front
and might deprive us of the means necessary to give France the
assistance which is provided for by our military convention." 8
Such threats usually accomplished the desired results.

RUSSO-JAPANESE RIVALRY AND COLLABORATION

After the treaty of 1907, Russia and Japan proceeded to build
their spheres in Manchuria into potential protectorates or future
possessions. Foreign activity in these spheres was barred and in-
vestments by third powers were discouraged.

Until 1910, however, there was a constant disproportion be-
tween the progress made by Russia and that made by Japan. Tokyo
was_able to make ample use of the privileges gained by the Russo-
Japanese convention of 1907, while Russia was still recovering
from the war. A new tension arose between St. Petersburg and
Tokyo in 1908-9, at times threatening to produce serious conflicts.
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